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Spirit of Ripley Festival & Chili Cookoff
Participation Form
Contact Information
· Business/Organization/Individual: _________________________
· Contact Person: ___________________________
· Phone: __________________________________
· Email: __________________________________

Participation Options (check all that apply)
You may check more than one option if participating in multiple activities.

☐ Chili Cookoff Entry
 ☐ Spirit Booth (10x10 decorated space, hand out candy)
 ☐ Trunk or Treat (decorate a vehicle trunk, hand out candy)
Chili Cookoff Entry $25 🌶️
· Team/Business Name: _______________________
· Category: ☐ Individual ☐ Organization ☐ Business
· Will you need electricity? ☐ Yes ☐ No
Spirit Booth $25 🎪
Spirit Booths are 10x10 spaces for businesses/organizations to decorate, hand out candy, and show their community spirit.
· Business/Organization: _______________________
· Theme/Decoration Idea (optional): _____________
· Will you need electricity? ☐ Yes ☐ No
Trunk or Treat Participation ($15) 🎃
We’re excited to add Trunk or Treat this year! Spaces are limited and must be reserved in advance.
Guidelines:
· Candy must be factory-wrapped (no homemade items).
· Please bring enough candy for approximately 500 children.
· Trunks must be decorated in a fun, family-friendly way (no overly scary or gory themes).
· Vehicles must be in place and fully set up by 5:30 and remain until the event ends.
· Each trunk is responsible for its own decorations, candy, and supplies.
· This is not a vendor space — only approved Trunk or Treat participants may set up.
· All participating vehicles will be assigned a designated spot.
Registration:
· Name/Organization: ____________________
· Contact Number: _______________________
· Vehicle Make/Model: ___________________

☐ I have read and agree to follow all Trunk or Treat guidelines.
Signature: ________________________ Date: _______
Ripley Main Street Membership 💚
· Are you a current Ripley Main Street Member? ☐ Yes ☐ No
· If yes → you qualify for a $10 discount!
· If no → Would you like to receive information about becoming a member and supporting future downtown events? ☐ Yes ☐ No
Payment Information
· ☐ Chili Cookoff Entry — $25
· ☐ Spirit Booth — $25
· ☐ Chili + Spirit Booth Combo — $40
· ☐ Trunk or Treat — $15
· Ripley Main Street Member Discount: –$10
· Total: $____
Return Form To:
Ripley Main Street                                                                  Professional Land Services
111 East Spring Street               OR                                    101 North Main Street                                                
Ripley, MS 38663 
                                Call or Text Elizabeth with any questions: 662-815-0021

Chili Cookoff Rules & Guidelines 🍲
1. Entry Requirements
a. Each team must complete registration and pay the entry fee.
b. Teams may also sign up for Spirit Booth or Trunk or Treat if desired.
2. Team Setup
a. Each team is responsible for bringing their own equipment, tables, tents, and supplies.
b. Electricity may be available upon request, but teams should be prepared to provide their own extension cords and backup power if needed.
3. Cooking & Ingredients
a. Chili must be prepared on-site the day of the festival (no pre-cooked chili).
b. All chili must be cooked from scratch using raw meat (no canned pre-cooked meats).
c. Beans, vegetables, and seasonings are allowed.
d. No pre-packaged chili mixes allowed — creativity is encouraged!
4. Food Safety
a. Teams must follow safe food handling procedures.
b. Meat must be kept refrigerated until cooking begins.
c. All chili must be cooked to a safe internal temperature.
5. Serving & Judging
a. Teams must prepare a minimum of 2 gallons of chili to allow for judging and public sampling.
b. Judging and sampling cups will be provided. Please turn in judge samples by 5:30 PM at the Ripley Main Street office.
c. Chili will be judged on: Taste, Appearance, Aroma, and Originality.
d. Judges’ decisions are final.
Awards & Categories
Chili Awards:
· Ripley’s Best Chili 2025 (1st place)
· Better Luck Next Year (2nd place)
· Most Unusual Chili
· People’s Choice (voted on by tasters)
Spirit Booth Awards:
· Overall Best Spirit Booth (top standout of the night)
· Most Interactive Booth (games, activities, creative candy giveaways)
· Spookiest Booth (Best Halloween chills and thrills)  
Trunk or Treat Awards:
· Spookiest Trunk (creepiest design that’s still family-friendly!) 
· Most Creative Trunk (unique and imaginative)
· Best Overall Trunk (nails it all — décor, costumes, candy, fun!)

Winners will be announced before 7:00 pm.
Clean-Up
Teams are responsible for cleaning up their area and removing all trash.
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